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Pauatahanui Residents Association 
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 19 February 2009
1. Present. Ken McAdam [Acting Chair], Alan Gray [Secretary], Mike Conroy, Janet Mazenier, Mary Dighton [Treasurer]. In attendance for part of the meeting were Wally Brown and Sharon Evans to discuss the Pauatahanui History project. 
2. Apologies:  John Malsher, Nicky Chapman, Kay Middleton, and John Mazenier. 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday 22 January 2009.were approved-moved: Mike; seconded: Ken.
4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  
4.1. Pauatahanui Village Strategy – The document reporting on the results of the 5 workshops and complete with an action plan will be published in the next 2 weeks and PRA has undertaken to distribute it to the Pauatahanui community. John made a verbal presentation on the Pauatahanui Village Strategy to Porirua City Council’s Strategy, Finance, and Regulatory Committee meeting on 12/02/2009 urging its adoption and implementation. Subsequently PCC Officers have met with John and Alan and recommended carrying out 28 separate actions in the “minor works’ section relating to Pauatahanui Village which could be done in the near future to improve the Village area. PCC has sent a draft memorandum of understanding [MOU] which they have used with other “villages;” to give clarity to the relationship between PRA, residents, and Council on implementing the strategy and PRA will consider and finalise this. 

4.2. A History of the Pauatahanui Area– Wally Brown and Sharon Evans attended to discuss the issues raised at the previous meeting. As requested Sharon provided a timeline for the project, an indicative budget, and a draft memorandum of understanding between the History Project Group and PRA outlining areas of responsibility and accountability so that there is maximum transparency. Discussion of the MOU revolved around areas of accountability and control of finances and the liability of PRA. Sharon will provide a further draft of the MOU with the recommended changes, for approval by the Management Committee, which can then be signed by John for PRA and by Wally for the History Project.   It was agreed that PRA would open a further cheque account specifically for the History Project, that all accounts and any contracts would have to be approved by the PRA Management Committee; and that the account would require the signatures of two of the following people – Sharon Evans, Wally Brown, John Malsher, Ken McAdam, Mike Conroy or Mary Dighton.  It was also agreed that Sharon and Wally would need to be members of the Pauatahanui Residents Association.  The main funding for the project will fall due in 2010 with fees for an author, editing printing and publishing. This will allow time in 2009 for application to funding bodes for these expenses. For 2009 the Group will continue collecting and collating historical material, and has already received a large amount of information.  PRA formally approved the project and resolved to provide $1500 as “seeding money” to start the project. Wally Brown gave PRA a donation of $200 to the project which will be added to this sum making $1700 in total. Moved: Mike seconded: Ken. Any person wishing to make contact with the Pauatahanui History Group can contact Gael McRoberts, 3 Lambley Road, Titahi Bay. Telephone # 236-7112; E-mail  gaelmcr@slingshot.co.nz 
In respect of the current PRA account it was discussed and agreed that Ken McAdam, Mike Conroy and John Malsher would be added as signatories and that Lynette Wharfe and Donald Love would be removed as signatories.  Mary to action
4.3. Draft Battlehill Management Plan. Submissions on this Regional Council plan for Battle Hill farm Park close on 2nd March. In discussion the 2 issues for PRA seem to be-

1] Blade flyover- according to PCC’s Plan Change 7 there should be 700 metres distance between the wind turbines & any adjacent boundary; but apparently the GWRC could nullify this by simply giving the windfarm permission to place their turbines next to the boundary? This would still leave a large visual impact on the Puketiro Hills. 

2] The visual impact of the access road for the windfarm. Indications are it needs to be 8 metres wide because of the length and size of the loads to be carried, & on 90 degree corners [as for going around ridge lines] the width has to be up to 17 metres. 
Ken will draft a submission for PRA with Nicky’s help. 
4.4. Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms.” – PCC is currently appointing Commissioners for the hearings which will probably be held in April. John and Ken will make an oral presentation to the hearing to follow up PRA’s written submission. 
4.5.  Keep Porirua Beautiful:  “Keep Porirua Beautiful” has invited PRA to nominate somebody to be on their executive. This organisation does a lot of good work in the Porirua Area. If anybody is interested in being part of this organisation please contact Alan Gray @ 2331148. 
4.6.  Charities Commission decision appeal. PRA had applied to the Charities Commission to be registered as a charity to maintain its tax free status. This has been declined on the grounds that PRA   “is predominantly involved in advocating for political or legislative change.” PRA has been advised that an appeal is not likely to succeed, however, the principles involved here are worth challenging as PRA works for the community and has no political or legislative agenda. Ken will draft a reply including some of the communal activities PRA has been involved in.  
4.7. Draft PCC Tree and vegetation Policy.  Submissions on this draft close on 20th March. Mike has drafted a submission pointing out that it seems to offer little assistance to vegetation management in rural areas, which are already affected by a maze of other plans and strategies. PRA will request that rural zones are exempted from this document and that it is replaced with a separate document with relevant standards, such as specifications for vegetation control on rural roads and which co-ordinates the multitude of vegetation/environmental management plans already in place. 

5. General Business

5.1. Accounts The current balance stands at $4,275. $1,500 of this has been allocated to the Pauatahanui History project. A donation of a further $200 towards the project was received from Wally Brown. 
5.2.  Draft Long-Term Community Council Plan. The draft LTCCP is to be published for community comment soon, and public submissions called for by April. PCC is recommending a rates rise of 3.4% for 2009/2010
5.3. Closure of Paekakariki Hill Road.  PCC is recommending closure of the road for the Kapiti Cycle Challenge between 8.30 and 10.30 am on Sunday 22nd March. Residents should receive notification beforehand.  

5.4. Landscape Character evaluation- Peter Matich of PCC has invited Committee Members to a  workshop on the Landscape Character Evaluation that their landscape consultants are in the throes of finalising at the moment  in order to 'test' the evaluation. Ken, Mike, John Malsher, John Mazenier and Alan are interested in attending.

5.5. Minutes to MP’s. The Committee approved a request from Councillor Tim Sheppard to routinely send minutes to local MP’s to keep them informed of local issues.
6. Correspondence:

6.1. Inward   

6.1.1.  Various PCC committee & other papers including-

· Summary of decisions requested on PCC’s  Plan Change 8 [Recreation and Open Space Zones].[30/01/2009]

· Draft MOU for implementing Village planning.

6.1.2. E-mail from Tim Sheppard suggesting Residents Associations may like to send copies of their minutes to the 2 local MP’s to keep them informed of local issues. .

6.2.  Outward-Nil
7. Other business

8. . Date of Next meeting – 19 March 7.30 pm at 325 Grays Road. 

John Malsher

Chair

Pauatahanui Residents Association

Website www.pauatahanui.com 

3

